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The areas of Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead lie to 
the west of the Council area. They have a proud industrial 
history thanks to the railway and its location on the river 
Carron.  Economic decline in the 1980s saw the closure of 
traditional industries which has led to reduced 
employment opportunities and increased inequalities. The 
area has high unemployment and child poverty rates.  

The Denny area is located within the Ward 3 locality and is 
composed of a group of communities: 

• Denny - Nethermains (population 4,077) 

• Dunipace (population 3,191) 

• Fankerton, Stoneywood & Denny Town (population 
5,021) 

• Head of Muir and Dennyloanhead (population 3,049) 

Introduction
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The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 
requires all Community Planning Partnerships to develop 
an improvement plan for areas where there are higher 
levels of deprivation or disadvantage. In Falkirk, the 
Community Planning Partnership has developed 
Community Action Plans (CAPs) for Denny, 
Dennyloanhead and Dunipace, Grangemouth and 
Bainsford and Langlees and will develop further CAPs for 
Camelon, Slamannan and Redding. 

The Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead CAP was 
published in 2022. The Plan was developed through a 
range of events, speaking to residents about what is 
important to them and what they think should be done to 
improve their area.  

This is the first annual report for this CAP and will outline 
the steps that have been taken in the Denny, Dunipace and 
Dennyloanhead area in carrying out the CAP actions. 



Poverty 
Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead are places where 
opportunities, power and wealth are shared equally. 

Update: 

Extra time has been added to the Food Pantry hours to suit 
members.  It is now open from 4pm to 6pm to 
accommodate those who have returned to work, as well as 
members of the Recovery Group. 

Smart Denny have been using the Community Support 
Group every second Saturday, from 10am to 1pm, to 
provide energy help and support. Smart Denny also 
secured funding to provide Winter Warmer Packs to 
distribute to the community for free. This includes fleece, 
hot water bottle, mug, hat, scarf, gloves, LEF Bulbs, draft 
excluders. To access this, all that is required is the name, 
age and postcode of the recipient.   

Feeding Families is held at Denny Baptist Church, where 
families  come together to socialise, play board games and 
are provided with a free nutritious hot meal, dessert and 
drinks.  They are welcome to stay and chat or to take part 
in activities.  The group are feeding between 25 and 35 
people most weeks and have, over the course of the year, 
fed more than 70 different local people.  This started in 
February and has been running weekly during term time.   

A poly tunnel has been built in the YMCA grounds for 
growing vegetables. Ten people have undergone a Food 
Hygiene Certification course at the YMCA, working in 
partnership with NHS, and are now qualified to work. The 
course, which was supported by dieticians, also covered 
nutrition and allergies.  A new cohort of people are due to 
start the course. 

The results of the impact of the Food Futures program is 
becoming visible, run by Forth Environment Link (FEL).  
Falkirk Food Futures builds on a wealth of long-standing 
food and growing initiatives and is the outcome of a series 
of Falkirk Food Conversations which took place over the 
summer of 2022.  This food partnership is a legacy of the 
project Falkirk Food Futures, a partnership project funded 
by the UK Government through the UK Community 
Renewal Fund.  

As part of the Investing in Communities work around 
Climate Action Planning, Forth Environment Link arranged 
a learning visit and tour of the well-established Braehead 
Community Garden for members of the recently formed 
Denny & Dunipace Allotment Society. The purpose of the 
tour was to gain inspiration from the opportunities and 
activities Braehead Garden can provide, as well as an 
opportunity to learn from experienced members about the 
administrative processes that go into setting up a garden 
that is both safe and accessible for all.  
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Actions Updates

CAP Actions: 

1. Further develop the community led food 
pantry, the role of the Community Food 
Worker, subscriptions service and local 
volunteers. 

2. Expand the food pantry service by opening a 
second food pantry at the other side of Denny 
(Nethermains). 

3. Explore additional community projects to 
address food poverty, such as cooking on a 
budget, community kitchens, training on 
hygiene, nutrition and allergens etc. 

4. Consider local energy-efficiency education, for 
example keeping heat in homes, energy-
efficient cooking etc. 

5. Consider sustainable food projects, such as 
community growing, reducing food waste, local 
and seasonal food education etc., and explore 
funding options for these initiatives. 

6. Investigate local training needs, and design 
local projects with local communities. 

7. Work with communities to combat negative 
perceptions of those in poverty, and consider 
local events related to Challenge Poverty Week. 

8. Continue to develop ways to expand digital 
inclusion, particularly for young people, such as 
creating safe digital spaces, coding, peer 
support, tackling online bullying. 

9. Continue to develop ways to address fuel 
poverty in Denny. 

10.Continue to develop ways to address child 
poverty in Denny, such as providing food 
during the school holidays. 



Forth Environment Link (FEL) (in collaboration with Falkirk 
Council) has launched Get Growing in Falkirk, a new project 
to promote local food growth and enable growers and 
gardeners the opportunity to apply their skills and 
expertise in community growing projects. 

The Denny Allotment Society is participating in a 
Gardeniser training scheme to set up a community garden.  

Falkirk Council’s Employment and Training Unit (ETU) 
provide training initiatives, e.g. parent programme 
(completed October 2022) and home-start working to 
deliver parent programme (commenced August 2023). 

The ETU plan to link in with groups to provide additional 
funds and training.  They are in discussion with local 
schools, Al Masar and Denny WASP groups to look at 
designing training.  

ETU Digital Money Advice leaflets have been distributed to 
schools to promote income maximisation and check 
entitlement for school uniform grants etc.  

An ETU Debt officer goes out to community groups and 
individual appointments to discuss heating grants.  This is 
promoted within local schools and community groups. 
ETU Leaflets are available at the food panty regarding 
money advice. 
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Health Inequalities 
People in Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead will lead 
long, active and healthy lives, and families are supported. 

Update: 

Recovery Scotland Continues to deliver a Recovery Drop-in 
session from 13:30-16:00 within the YMCA premises every 
Thursday with an average attendance of around 18 service 
users per week.  

At the end of 2022 there was a planning session with the 
Chief Officers Group, at which point there was agreement 
on the Forth Valley prevention vision and support to 
develop a prevention plan. It was acknowledged that there 
was a need for some flexibility within this to address local 
need.  

The Adverse Deaths Oversight and Planning Group will 
support the development of the FV Suicide and Drug 
Related Death Prevention Plan, and work is currently 
underway to identify senior representatives to be 
members of this group. Preparatory work has already been 
completed in relation to the development of the plan. A 
survey was distributed to staff across all agencies, local 
communities and people with lived experience of living 
with suicidal thoughts or being bereaved by suicide. There 
were 209 responses, which helped to gather views around 
suicide prevention.  There were also facilitated workshops, 
which were structured to ensure that people were 
supported to share their experience in a safe way.  

Words for Wellbeing is an informal group open to any 
adults where they share a chat and a cuppa every two 
weeks held in Denny library.  People can come along and 
share stories or poetry, or they can simply listen and enjoy 
the conversation.  Words for Wellbeing groups provide a 
safe, friendly and supportive space where you can meet 
new people.  Some group members have become friends 
and meet up outside of the library.  Libraries for Wellbeing 
recently won the COSLA Chairperson’s award and Words 
for Wellbeing is a big part of that project. 

The Forget Me Not Café (previously the Denny Dementia 
Café) is open on a Monday in the Library to support older 
members of the community who may feel lonely and 
isolated.  

The healthy living charity Braveheart provide weekly 
volunteer led guided walks in Denny on a Friday, to support 
people to live healthier lives. 

Cycling Without Age Scotland (CWAS) aims to enhance and 
enrich the lives of elderly and disabled people to access the 
outdoors through specially designed trishaw rides.  The 
rides are led by volunteer pilots.  There are currently 6 
pilots and 3 trishaws available for use in Denny and 
Dunipace. 

A new Toddler Club is held at Denny Baptist Church on 
Mondays during term time, and this is reported as being a 
really positive event for parents/grandparents of young 
children.  Numbers have been capped at 20 adults plus 
their kids and each week it is largely fully booked.   
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CAP Actions: 

11. Continue to develop the preventative project 
for Substance Use run by Forth Valley Recovery 
Community. 

12.Identify whether there is a need for a local 
family support group related to substance use. 

13.Map out available mental health services in the 
area, and access for people in Denny, Dunipace 
and Dennyloanhead. 

14.Develop an approach for involving people with 
lived experience of poorer mental health 
outcomes in service design. 

15.Scope need for local pilot project around social 
isolation, focussing on older and young people. 

16.Map out existing buildings, resources and 
health related groups and services operating 
within the area. 

17. Consider options to improve access and 
participation of exercise and sports, e.g. sports 
taster sessions for young people or outdoor 
gyms. 

18.Identify and scope need for walking groups or 
health walks. 

19.Explore development of a Child Health Week, 
co-produced with young people. 

20.Scope out the need and consider options for 
installing a Changing Places Toilet in the Denny 
area, e.g. at the Gala Park.



Community Transport  
Transport in Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead is 
affordable, accessible and reliable. Our transport 
infrastructure is integrated, sustainable, efficient and 
reliable. 

Update: 

The bus market has changed dramatically due to Covid-19 
and we have seen a reduction in service frequencies and an 
increase in fares in the area. It should be noted that bus 
services in Scotland operate in a deregulated commercial 
market and Local Authorities have no control over the 
frequency, timetable or fares etc of commercial bus 
services. In addition, at the time of compiling the plan, First 
operated bus services in Falkirk – McGills took over First’s 
operations in the Falkirk area from September 2022 and 
are currently reviewing the bus network and fares 
structures.  

Falkirk Council's Transport Planning team undertook 
consultation on their proposed traffic-free shared path 
that will connect Denny, Bonnybridge and Falkirk. Once 
complete, the path will be suitable for walking, wheeling, 
and cycling, and will provide users with stunning views 
across the Forth Valley area. Three new bridges, including 
one over the M876, will be built along the route which will 
offer onward connections to the John Muir Way, National 
Cycle Network 754, Union Canal path, Falkirk Wheel, and 
the Kelpies and Helix Park. 

The 2023 Denny Climate Action Plan, developed by Forth 
Environment Link (FEL), focuses on prioritizing the needs 
of Denny residents while aligning with the 20-minute 
neighbourhood framework to combat climate change. 
Over seven months in 2023, FEL conducted surveys, 
engaged with the community, and identified key issues 
such as public transport, traffic, parking, and the local 
economy. Emphasizing the 20-minute neighbourhood 
concept, the plan advocates for community building, 
capacity building, and enhanced communication. Key 
objectives include researching the area, conducting 
surveys, organizing events, and building partnerships.  
The plan addresses specific challenges, such as improving 
public transport, enhancing community spaces, and 
revitalizing the local economy. Additionally, it emphasizes 
the importance of communication, local groups, and 
creating 20-minute walking radiuses.  

Work on the Denny Eastern Access Road (DEAR) began in 
August 2023. This is designed to ease congestion in and 
around Denny Cross which will lead to improvements in air 
quality, road safety and will better support the local 
economy with improved access. The route will also provide 
for more sustainable transport options in the area 
providing better walking and cycling opportunities. The 
road will open up access for approximately 500 new 
homes around the Mydub Farm area to the southeast of 
the town centre. 

 A new cycle and scooter pump track was installed as one 
of a number of park enhancement projects in Herbertshire 
Castle Park (the Gala Park) in Dunipace, led by the 
community. This opened in November 2023 and was a 
partnership project with the local community with funding 
secured from Sport Scotland, Foundation Scotland and 
Falkirk Council. 
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CAP Actions: 

21.Identify and scope the need for improvements 
to cycling infrastructure. This could include a 
bike library, bike share schemes, bike station 
etc. 

22.Carry out an audit of streets and paths to 
ensure there are good quality cycling paths and 
well-lit streets. 

23.Raise awareness of local issues relating to 
public transport. 

24.Investigate accessibility and affordability of 
public transport within the local area. 

25.Identify and scope need for community car 
provision or other community transport 
options, such as Cycling Without Age. 

26.Ensure local transport projects in the area are 
publicised so the community can be involved. 

27.Improve connectivity for walkers and cyclists 
by upgrading roads and pathways to 
neighbouring communities such as 
Bonnybridge, Camelon and even into Stirling. 



Safe & Empowered 
Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead are inclusive, 
empowered and resilient places where residents feel safe 
in their communities. 

Update: 

Falkirk Council’s Litter Strategy 2021-2026 outlines the 
responsibility of the Council and community partners to 
each play their part in tackling litter. Falkirk Council is 
working alongside individuals, community organisations, 
businesses, and landowners in Denny and Dunipace to 
achieve the aims of the Strategy and annual Litter 
Prevention Action Plan. 

The Waste Services Team developed a close working 
relationship with Denny High School to prevent litter 
within the school and wider community. The school has 
proactively implemented a Litter Prevention Action Plan 
(LPAP) and a Litter Prevention Steering Group to deliver 
positive behaviour change on litter and wider waste relates 
consequences. Actions from the schools LPAP feed into 
Falkirk Council’s Litter Strategy and Litter prevention 
Action Plan. Key outcomes from partnership working: 

• Trial monitoring litter bins, ensuring they are in the 
correct locations along the school routes. This 
included new stickers placed on the bins to 
encourage behaviour change.  

• Delivering lessons to pupils on litter prevention and 
waste related issues 

• Carried out a survey to understand attitudes towards 
littering in Denny 

• Providing Denny High School with a long-term loan of 
litter pick equipment 

• Litter picks with the School Based Police Officer on 
school grounds and wider community.  

Falkirk Council Waste Services and Street Cleansing work in 
partnership with Inspire Denny and Dunipace and other 
groups by providing litter picking equipment, coordinating 
litterpicks and ensuring frequent collections of bags at 
agreed collection points across the area. 

In addition, Waste Services have installed lamppost 
banners around Denny and Dunipace promoting litter and 
dog fouling prevention messages. Banners are situated in 
key locations, especially along school routes and have been 
well received for spreading the litter prevention message.  

The Teen Book Group is a group for young adults where 
they are encouraged chat about books and have some fun 
making new friends. The group meets once per month and 
there are always free snacks.  It is run in conjunction with 
Denny High School and this collaboration won the First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge.  The group won the Library 
Reading Culture Challenge for the project.  Members of the 
group have gone on to become volunteers at library events 
and help with children’s activities which helps build their 
confidence.
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CAP Actions: 

28.Develop a local community safety panel to 
identify and tackle local issues in partnership, 
such as scams and home safety, fire safety, 
internet security etc. 

29.Develop a litter strategy in partnership across 
all community organisations. 

30.Establish more local community events 
encouraging community cohesion and ‘getting 
to know your neighbours’, that celebrate the 
towns of Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead. 

31.Investigate the need for provision of local 
youth services, particularly for older youths. 

32.Introduce a campaign for increased youth 
involvement in community activities. 



Community-led decision-making around the funding of 
services and facilities is a key element in ensuring that local 
people have a sense of ownership in their community. The 
area has seen significant investment from three rounds of 
Community Choices – Falkirk Council’s innovative 
participatory budgeting programme, run in conjunction 
with Falkirk Health and Social Care Partnership.  

The programme offers funding through small grants and 
place-based capital grants, which are awarded via a public 
vote.  

The following groups in Denny, Dunipace and 
Dennyloanhead  and surrounding villages have received 
Community Choices funding include St Vincent de Paul, 
Denny - £1,000; 51st Dennyloanhead Scout Group - 
£1,200; SMART Denny - £1,500; Albany Court - £1,356.88; 
Denny and Dunipace Community Green Initiative - £38,117; 
Strathcarron Hospice - £4,800; Dunipace FC - £129,000; 
Denny & Dunipace YMCA - £40,000.   

Community Participation 



Progress of Actions
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No.  Action  Current Status

1.  Further develop the community led food pantry, the role of the 
Community Food Worker, subscriptions service and local volunteers.   

2.  Expand the food pantry service by opening a second food pantry at the 
other side of Denny (Nethermains).    

The need for a second 
food pantry was not 
identified, however the 
existing pantry is open an 
additional day in 
response to user 
feedback.  

3.  Explore additional community projects to address food poverty, such as 
cooking on a budget, community kitchens, training on hygiene, nutrition 
and allergens etc.

  

4.  Consider local energy-efficiency education, for example keeping heat in 
homes, energy-efficient cooking etc.   

5.  Consider sustainable food projects, such as community growing, 
reducing food waste, local and seasonal food education etc., and explore 
funding options for these initiatives.

  

6.  Investigate local training needs, and design local projects with local 
communities   

7.  Work with communities to combat negative perceptions of those in 
poverty, and consider local events related to Challenge Poverty Week.     

Falkirk-wide and online 
events/sessions took 
place during Challenge 
Poverty Week.

8.  Continue to develop ways to expand digital inclusion, particularly for 
young people, such as creating safe digital spaces, coding, peer support, 
tackling online bullying.

  

9 Continue to develop ways to address fuel poverty in Denny.   

10 Continue to develop ways to address child poverty in Denny, such as 
providing food during the school holidays.   

11 Continue to develop the preventative project for Substance Use run by 
Forth Valley Recovery Community   

12 Identify whether there is a need for a local family support group related 
to substance use.   
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No.  Action  Current Status

13 Map out available mental health services in the area, and access for 
people in Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead.    

The Health and Social 
Care Partnership are 
developing a technical 
solution for this, which is 
in the prototype stage 
awaiting approval by the 
Digital Health and Care 
Programme Board.

14 Develop an approach for involving people with lived experience of 
poorer mental health outcomes in service design.   

15 Scope need for local pilot project around social isolation, focussing on 
older and young people   

16 Map out existing buildings, resources and health related groups and 
services operating within the area   

17 Consider options to improve access and participation of exercise and 
sports, e.g. sports taster sessions for young people or outdoor gyms.    

No named officer 
currently.

18 Identify and scope need for walking groups or health walks   

19 Explore development of a Child Health Week, co-produced with young 
people    

20 Scope out the need and consider options for installing a Changing Places 
Toilet in the Denny area, e.g. at the Gala Park.    

21 Identify and scope the need for improvements to cycling infrastructure. 
This could include a bike library, bike share schemes, bike station etc.    

22 Carry out an audit of streets and paths to ensure there are good quality 
cycling paths and well-lit streets     

23 Raise awareness of local issues relating to public transport.     

No named officer 
currently.

24 Investigate accessibility and affordability of public transport within the 
local area    
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No.  Action  Current Status

25 Identify and scope need for community car provision or other 
community transport options, such as Cycling Without Age    

26 Ensure local transport projects in the area are publicised so the 
community can be involved    

27 Improve connectivity for walkers and cyclists by upgrading roads and 
pathways to neighbouring communities such as Bonnybridge, Camelon 
and even into Stirling.

     

Infrastructure projects 
including walking and 
cycling paths planned for 
the area.

28 Develop a local community safety panel to identify and tackle local issues 
in partnership, such as scams and home safety, fire safety, internet 
security etc.

    

This work has not 
progressed due to a lack 
of a lead officer but will 
be a focus for the 
working group going 
forward.

29 Develop a litter strategy in partnership across all community 
organisations    

30 Establish more local community events encouraging community 
cohesion and ‘getting to know your neighbours’, that celebrate the 
towns of Denny, Dunipace and Dennyloanhead

   

31 Investigate the need for provision of local youth services, particularly for 
older youths    

32 Introduce a campaign for increased youth involvement in community 
activities    


